
NUEYS 

What is NUEYS? 

The Role of NUEYS 

The National Union of Eritrean Youth and Students 
(NUEYS) is a non-profit, non-governmental organization 
that stands for the betterment of Eritrean youth. The 
mission of NUEYS is to organize and build a versatile 
youth that is aware and proud of their culture, identity, 
heritage, and history. It also strives to build a disciplined, 
self-confident, mature, and responsible youth throughout 
the country, as well as among Eritrean youth in the 
Diaspora. 

The role that NUEYS plays in dealing with the youth in general has been consistent 
with its mission. This mission encompasses the values and ideals of the 30-year 
struggle for independence and, with the same spirit, NUEYS’ mission has been 
redrafted to include the new challenges faced by the youth in post-liberated Eritrea. 
As a mass organization, NUEYS’ main role is embodied in the following functions: 

1. Advocacy and Lobbying: The first and foremost responsibility of NUEYS is to stand 
 for youth issues in all spheres and at all levels, ensuring that the youths’ 
 concerns and special needs are provided for and that the relevant bodies are 
 well aware of those needs. 
2. Service Provision: NUEYS seeks to provide services that are in scarce supply, 
 which directly address the youths’ problems. However, NUEYS is not there to 
 continue the provision of these services as much as to try to temporarily fill the 
 gap until the responsible body assumes the service. 

 
Health 
HIV/AIDS Awareness 
FGM Awareness 
Education and Training 
Campaigns, Seminars, and 
Meetings 
Value Transfer Program 
Youth Empowerment 
Gender Issues 
Girls Education 
Media Activities 
IHRD Activities (Human 
Resource Development) 
Organizational Development 
Foreign Branches and 
International Relations 
Recreational Activities and 
Sports 
Clubs and Cultural Groups 
Environment and Community 
Services 

Program Areas 

The National Union of 
Eritrean Youth and Students 

NUEYS’ Mission 
Vision Statement: TO BUILD A VERSATILE YOUTH 
 
NUEYS’ mission is to cultivate and produce capable youth by promoting and 
strengthening Eritrean youth in all aspects of national, regional, and international 
development processes. 

Experiences and Horizons 
NUEYS sees to it that any nationalist youth initiative, aimed at uplifting the youths’ role 
in the society, is materialized. This has been witnessed during the 30 year struggle for 
independence when youth enlisted in the armed struggle and influenced it in its process. 
Facing the challenges youth face in post-liberated Eritrea, NUEYS inspires youth and 
students to achieve the noble aspirations of themselves and their people: to develop 
and prosper. NUEYS is a platform open to any Eritrean youth or student who has the 
ambition to make a difference. Union membership is voluntary and demands awareness 
of enlightened loyalty and spontaneous desire to act and sacrifice for the planning and 
implementation of integrated actions to realize the hopes and desires of the youth and 
the nation at large. 



Organization Profile 

Background  

NUEYS Strategies 
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...Building 
a Versatile 
Youth 

NUEYS organizes the youth as a driving and decisive force for social change. The 
youth are a dynamic, active, and struggling entity that promotes progress and change 
that affects the society in a positive way. Knowing that the youth are a strong, 
steadfast, and reliable backbone for social transformation, NUEYS endeavors to guide 
them by handling a clearly described strategy. NUEYS remains active, centering on 
youth-related issues. As such, NUEYS focuses on the responsibilities of organizing 
and mobilizing the youth though activities in accordance with the youth movement. 
 
NUEYS has a strong representation in Eritrea that will ensure continuing follow-up, 
support, and oversight, as well as commitment to the long-term, sustainable 
development of Eritrea. It is committed to placing the tools of development into the 
hands of Eritrea’s youth so that they might be better placed to face the future 
challenges of rebuilding and developing their country and their own lives. 

The formation of the union was the result of the student movements in the 1950s 
against Ethiopian aggression, which claimed the lives of hundreds of young people. 
These movements took the form of nation-wide anti-colonialism demonstrations in 
1958, mobilized and organized by Eritrean students. Students in the Diaspora then 
became part of the group of masterminds who planned and declared the launching of 
the armed struggle in the early sixties. 

The period between May 1992 and August 1994 was a time of reorganization for the 
union; activities had been temporarily suspended in 1990 with the entire leadership 
and the youth, in general, mobilized in a national motion that led to the downfall of the 
enemy in 1991. During its second congress in August 1994, NUEY called for the 
revision of priorities and objectives to meet post independence challenges. This 
congress also saw the formation from NUEY to the National Union of Eritrean Youth 
and Students (NUEYS), an independent, non-governmental youth and students’ 
organization. 

NUEYS’ strategies are holistic and take into consideration all priority issues that 
concern youth. Key strategies include: 
 

• Working within the large frame of national objectives and policies. 

• Integration of a number of activities into packages or program components to     
deliver multi-messages and multi-services through training, advocacy, and 
services. 

• Efficiency, effectiveness, and self-reliance—NUEYS’ precious guiding principles in 
planning and implementing programs and activities. 

• Innovative ways of delivering messages. For example, delivering health 
messages, though community theaters and through multi-activity youth-friendly 
centers. 



The Aims and Objectives of NUEYS 

NUEYS’ Values 
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The overall objective of NUEYS is to contribute to the well-balanced development of Eritrea’s youth through the 
provision of information, education, and services to address all issues affecting young peoples lives. NUEYS also 
runs with the aim to meet the following specific objectives: 

• Building the youth to safeguard the sovereignty of their nation while retaining their culture and identity. 

• Lobbying government and other organizations for the benefit of the youth. 

• Building a physically and spiritually confident youth with a passion for education and work. 

• Preparing the youth to become active partakers in nation building and reconstruction endeavors. 

• Preparing the youth to retain the achievements of the martyrs and to pass it on to the coming generations. 

• Supporting and promoting the rights and equality of women and fight against negative gender perceptions. 

• Advocating and lobbying for children rights. 

• Promoting and actively participating in the protection of the environment. 

• Ensuring the role of the youth for the promotion of peace and stability. 

• Establishing bilateral ties with various regional, continental, governmental, and non-governmental organizations. 

NUEYS’ programs and activities are guided by its values. The values that NUEYS stands for are as follows: 
 

• The promotion of national unity, tolerance, and respect for principles of democracy and human rights. 

• Commitment to the total well being of young people physically, intellectually, emotionally, culturally, and morally. 

• Active involvement of youth in decision-making and in development programs. 

• Respect for human dignity, diversity, and unity. 

• Pursuit of equitable and non-discriminatory opportunities for the development of the unique potentials of young 
men and women. 

• Respect and support for family integration. 

• Respect for law and order, and accept the principles of fairness, equality, and unity in everyday life. 

Policies  
NUEYS’ policies are based on general principles that aims at uplifting scattered youth initiative into a coherent group 
movement. In order to further ensure activity and integrity, NUEYS continuously explores alternative organization 
forms. As these are guarantees for further flexibility and action it is considered in NUEYS’ contribution in terms of 
policy and practice. 

NUEYS is an independent national democratic youth institution that embraces all Eritrean youth to orient them on 
their national identity, tradition, and history. As such it prepares them to inherit the revolution’s gains and utilize it in 
the nation’s reconstruction. 

NUEYS aims at preparing youth to become potential resisting force against whosoever opposes the freedom and 
unity of the Eritrean people. It also works to become a creative front to develop the national culture and fights 
backward and obsolete values. NUEYS also tries to maintain and consolidate good relationships with all international 
youth organizations that fight for world peace and justice. Moreover, NUEYS promotes youth participation to 
enlighten and educate their people, guarantees youth’s rights for employment and education, and encourages them 
to fill their leisure time with fruitful activities.  



Cooperation 
 

The National Union of Eritrean Youth and Students (NUEYS), with due consideration and respect to legitimate 
interests and concerns, wishes to have relations with any youth organization that stand for the well-being of youth. 
The principle motivation for this would be NUEYS’ ethical responsibility and attitude towards the imperatives of the 
national development process carried out in the context of interdependent networks of regional and international 
relations. NUEYS is committed to placing the tools for development into the hands of Eritrea’s youth so that they 
can face the current and future challenges of rebuilding and developing their country and their own lives. NUEYS 
knows that such imperatives of development cannot be fulfilled efficiently and effectively without the establishment 
of interdependent networks especially at the regional level. 
 
NUEYS pursues its foreign relations objectives in various channels of bilateral forms of communication in 
accordance with the needs of effectiveness in reaching final objectives. By putting resources together and through 
sharing ideas, NUEYS and the concerned party would be in a better position to reach its final objectives effectively 
and efficiently.  

Keskese St. 173 No. 27 / P.O. Box 1042 
Asmara, Eritrea 

E-mail:  nueyspub@eol.com.er  
or nueyspub2001@yahoo.com 

Phone: 291-1-12 04 88    Fax: 291-1-12 59 81 

NUEYS 

Priorities for Youth Development 
 

NUEYS has established several priorities for youth development. These include: 

• Organizing youth through a network of chapters, groups, and sub-groups, in all the sub-regions, and in schools 
inside and outside the country. 

• Conducting training and educational programs on civic education, literacy, vocational skills, gender issues, 
human rights, democracy, and health issues. 

• Providing health services including reproductive health services, clinical services, libraries, hot line counseling 
services, provision of condoms and contraceptives, first-aid services, and referral cases to hospitals. 

• Providing information and publication—campaigns, seminars, and meetings are regularly conducted on current 
affairs and health issues to disseminate information and share ideas including through newsletters and IEC 
materials. 

• Establishing and maintaining various clubs, cultural groups, recreational, and sport activities. 

• Creating employment initiatives and income generating activities (fund raising, trust fund projects). 

• Conducting and facilitating of research on youth-related issues for the sake of decision-making and problem 
analysis. 

Building a 
Versatile Youth 


