
Message from the Editor 

Dear Readers! 
This issue of NUEYS Global brings you news about the recent National Youth Conference that took 
place in the historical town of Nakfa. Eritrean youth from all parts of the world are preparing themselves 
for a new period of rapid growth and opportunities for their nation and people. It is with the goal of 
national prosperity and development that NUEYS mobilizes youth indiscriminant of their ethnicity, 
religion, and gender. As NUEYS aims at preparing the youth to become a the resisting force against 
whoever opposes the freedom and unity of the Eritrean people, we are proud to have participated in such 
a significant conference. 
 We are also proud to announce that NUEYS has been elected to become the vice-president for 
East Africa and the Indian Ocean for the Pan-African Youth Union (PYU). For obvious reasons, the 
prosperity and development of Eritrea is highly linked to peace, security and sustainable development 
within our region. 
 In the last issue of NUEYS Global, we told you about NUEYS’ members attempting to enter the 
Guinness World Record for the longest painting in the world. Since then, the painting has been 
measured to be 7.166 kilometers long, beating the last record for the longest painting by more than a 
kilometer. Besides having the measurement ceremony for the painting, the painting was again featured 
for the occasion of International Children’s Day, being commended by high officials for the efforts exerted 
by more than 800 youth under the age of 17. 
 As always, we appreciate any and all types of feedback on this newsletter. Please do let us 
know what type of articles or information you’d like to see in future issues. ENJOY! 

NUEYS Foreign Affairs Department 

From 25-30 December 2011, Eritrean youth from all parts of the 
world participated in a historical National Youth Conference, held 
in the historic town of Nakfa under the theme “Empowering the 
Youth to Build a Strong Eritrea in a Changing World.” More than 
650 youth participated in this conference. 
 Participants of the conference discussed the 
empowerment and mobilization of youth, and how they can 
develop their power to organize and consciously defend, guard, 
campaign and ensure a viable, 
strong Eritrea for generations to 

come. Topics of discussion during the conference, as part of the 
comprehensive mobilization and participation of people inside and 
outside of Eritrea, were: 

♦ Philosophy, culture and identity 

♦ Building a viable political system and democratic process in 
Eritrea 

♦ Eritrea’s Economy: Possibilities, Policies and Development 
Strategy 

♦ Eritrea’s Foreign Relations and partnership in the Changing 
World 

♦ The Challenges of the Youth in Developing Countries inside 
and outside their Nation 

 

Historical National Youth Conference held in Nakfa 
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The Pan-African Youth Union (PYU) convened its 3rd Congress in 
Khartoum, Sudan from 2-5 December 2011 where the National Union of 
Eritrean Youth and Students (NUEYS) was elected as the vice-president 
of the sub-region East Africa/Indian Ocean. 
 Organized under the theme “Youth Action for Economic 
Freedom Now”, member organizations of PYU discussed the status of 
youth in Africa, including the role of governments in ensuring the unity 
and meaningful transformation of the continent. Delegates of the 
congress deplored ongoing poverty and unemployment being witnessed 
all over the continent despite the fact that Africa is the richest continent 
when it comes to natural and human resources. Calling for economic 
freedom for all countries in Africa, delegates of the congress made 
recommendations for possible mechanisms to ensure youth participation 
in Africa’s mainstream economy, possible accountability mechanisms at 
regional and national levels that can be used to ensure the safeguarding 
of the economic interests of Africa and its youth, as well as making a 
practical link between the Africa Youth Charter and youth economic 
participation. 
 One of the major tasks that will confront the new leadership of 
the PYU is ensuring that the AU, governments and Heads of States in 
the continent go beyond making commitments on youth development, to 
effectively ensuring that meaningful change is effected in the lives of 
young people. 
 During the Congress, South Africa was elected as PYU 
President while Mali was elected into the position of Secretary General. 
The Vice-presidents and deputy secretary generals elected for each sub
-region of the PYU were as follows: 

♦ Southern Africa Sub-
Region: Namibia for Vice-President, Zimbabwe for Deputy 
Secretary General 

♦ West Africa Sub-Region: Senegal for Vice-President, Nigeria for 
Deputy Secretary General 

♦ East Africa Sub Region: Eritrea for Vice president, South Sudan for 
Deputy Secretary General  

♦ North Africa Sub Region: Egypt for Vice President , Libya for 
Deputy Secretary General  

♦ Central Africa Sub Region: Gabon for Vice President , Congo for 
Deputy Secretary General  

The final declaration of the 3rd PYU congress clearly states its 
displeasure on the baseless sanctions imposed on Eritrea by the UN 
Security Council because they negatively affect the living conditions of 
the populace and further undermine development efforts. 
 PYU is a continental platform for youth and serves as a 
conduit for fostering unity of purpose among young people in Africa. 
PYU plays the role of a specialized agency of the African Union in the 
field of youth for which it enjoys consultative status. Moreover, PYU 
works to support and reinforce the values and ideals of the African 
Union mainly in fostering unity, peace, democracy, sustained 
development and African integration. 
 It should be recalled that in November 2011, NUEYS had 
been elected into the General Council and as the Africa regional 
coordinator for the World Federation of Democratic Youth (WFDY). 
Regional coordinators have the status of vice-president and work from 
the region as liaison officers between the Coordinating Council and 
member organizations in their respective region.  
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NUEYS elected as PYU Vice-President for East Africa region 

NUEYS delegation meets with Eritrean community in Khartoum, Sudan 



The number of Eritrean youth in the Diaspora 
contacting NUEYS to volunteer, intern and do national 
service in Eritrea has increased significantly over the 
past few years. It is for this reason that NUEYS 
decided to launch a full volunteer program instead of 
just facilitating for sporadic requests for assistance to 
find ways that they may volunteer/intern. Youth 
residing in North America, Europe, Africa, the Middle 
East and Asia have been able to take advantage of this 
program to not only contribute to their country’s 
development but to also learn more about their people 
and history. You too can take advantage of this 
opportunity by applying to the program according to the 
application instructions outlined in this article. 
 Volunteer opportunities are not just limited to 
working in NUEYS’ offices around the country, but also 
with other institutions. By carefully following the 
application procedure and sending your documents 
before your planned travel to Eritrea, NUEYS will fully make the 
arrangements needed for you to gain the  most out of your experience 
in Eritrea. 
 
Why Volunteer?   
 Volunteerism is a development asset; in order to achieve 
development goals, it requires the ingenuity, solidarity and creativity of 
many ordinary people through voluntary action. Volunteer action and 
community service are at the core of social capital and underpins most 
social action in civil society. NUEYS has thousands of volunteers 
around the country, but through this program we extend the 
opportunity for Eritrean youth in the Diaspora to also contribute to their 
country’s development. 
 This program aims to strengthen the skills and development 
of young Eritreans through the facilitation of internship, volunteer work, 
community service, and national service for Eritreans from the 
Diaspora, and through the support of community based projects in 
their country of residence upon completion of internships in Eritrea. 

 Application Procedure  
In order to place interns in projects that better suit their 
skills and experience, as well as the needs of host 
offices, interested candidates should send their CV/
resume and a motivation letter to the NUEYS Foreign 
Affairs Department. In the motivation letter, describe 
what you would like to do in Eritrea, how long you plan 
to stay and what you hope to gain from the experience. 
Send these documents via email, post or fax. 
     Soon after receiving your documents, we will write 
you back to explain your options and where you will be 
placed to volunteer/intern. 
     Upon completion of your internship/volunteer 
experience, NUEYS will award you with a certificate 
and/or a recommendation letter. A record of your 
volunteer experience will be included in NUEYS’ 
permanent files. 
 Other Aspects of the program: 

 Skills Transfer: Do you have any particular skills you would like to 
share with other youth? Would you like to , give seminars, lectures or 
workshops on topics you are an expert in? Transfer your skills to other 
youth during your time in Eritrea. NUEYS will mobilize youth who 
would be interested in your topic of discussion. Moreover, NUEYS can 
and will provide you with the necessary facilities to conduct your skills 
transfer—venue, projector, flip charts, etc. Just let us know by email 
what you are interested in doing and what you need from NUEYS. 
Youth Exchange: Cultural diversity for mutual understanding, 
dialogue and development: The aim of this program is to have youth 
participate in various activities that creates the most powerful act of 
cultural exchange and community service. Aspects of such exchanges 
include participating in various activities organized by NUEYS at the 
grassroots level, regular get-togethers among volunteers, and much 
more. While participating in cultural exchanges and community 
service, participants begin to reflect on the ways of their own people 
and culture. This reflection results in deeper understanding and 
greater appreciation of one’s identity. 
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NUEYS Volunteer Program 

Mission of the NUEYS 
Volunteer Program:  
To enhance social, 

cultural and educational 
exchange among Eritrean 

youth in Eritrea and 
among the Diaspora 

through volunteer work 
and internships in Eritrea 
so as to develop the skills 

of Eritrean youth for 
community leadership in 
Eritrea and abroad. 

Students who demonstrated excellence in their 12th grade national exam received the Zagre 
Award from the President of the State of Eritrea, H.E. Isaias Afwerki on the 25th of December 
2011. The Zagre Award ceremony was held in the town of Nacfa. 
 President Isaias congratulated the recipients for their hard work and achievement 
and appreciated the unremitting support made on the part of parents and teachers. President 
Isaias also underscored that the Zagre Award is a beginning of a new chapter for the 
recipients, and that true knowledge is not acquired in a short period of time but rather requires 
continuous accumulation which is measured by accomplishments. He further advised the 
awardees to pursue their goals with enthusiasm and to work hard so as to become successful 
in their endeavors, while making due contributions to their family, people and country. 
 Award recipients that scored a grade point average of 3.0 up to 4.0 received laptops, 
certificates and monetary awards in accordance to their results. 

 NUEYS had initiated the Zagre Award ceremony since 1999. As of now, the program has been completely endorsed by the 

President’s Office and the Ministry of Education, as it has become a leading inspiration for youth to excel in school. 

President Isaias hands out Zagre Awards to exemplary students 



International Children’s Day was celebrated at a national level from 
10-11 December 2011, under the theme “Childhood is the age of 
Innovations: Let us Inspire Children”, a theme inspired by a project 
conducted by 872 members of NUEYS all under the age of 17. The 
day was celebrated colorfully in the presence of ministers, regional 
administrators, members from UNICEF, senior PFDJ officials and 
other invited guests. 
 In the last few months, members of NUEYS’ art clubs from 
all of Eritrea’s administration zones painted the longest painting in 
the world, measuring at 7.116km in length. Painted under the theme 
“Pollution Free World”, the children depicted the negative effects of 
climate change induced by human beings and non-sustainable 

development, as 
well as the vital 
role young people 
can  p l ay  in 
e n v i r o nm e n t a l 
conservation. 
 NUEYS ’ 
children’s cultural 
t r o o p ,  W a r i , 
performed songs, 

dramas and poems during the commemoration ceremony. On the 
occasion, Minister of Labor and Human Welfare, Mrs. Salma 
Hassen, said “Although society and the public at large influence the 
external condition for child creativity and innovativeness, parents 
play a decisive role by nurturing their physical, intellectual, moral and 
social aspects in their growth and development. Moreover, it makes 
little sense to talk about the continuity of society without creating the 
enabling conditions for parents to play their rightful role.” Moreover, 
Mrs. Salma pointed out that the government, communities, as well as 
stakeholders should contribute their share of building facilities for the 
development and growth of healthy children, including libraries and 
recreation centers. The Ministry of Labor and Human Welfare, in 
collaboration with various stakeholders, is exerting efforts to lay a 
foundation for the development of children. 
 On the occasion, the longest painting was displayed on the 
streets of Asmara; Minister Salma gave her warmest gratitude to the 
children as well as NUEYS. “This exhibition reminds us all that it is 
the responsibility of us all to open forum and opportunities for 
children to fully realize their potential,” explained the Minister. 

 Dr. Hamid 
B e s h i r , 
representative from 
UN ICEF ,  a l s o 
commended the 
project taken on by 
NUEYS. “Every year 
on the anniversary 
of International 
Children’s Day, as a 
representative of UNICEF I prepare a speech that celebrates our 
children, reminding us as adults and duty bearers of the right of all 
children and the importance of supporting them to reach their full 
potential, protecting them and providing them opportunities to 
participate and have a say in the decisions affecting them,” said Dr. 
Hamid. “However, this year my job has been made much easier 
because in addition to saying these things, 872 children from all over 
Eritrea has helped me deliver my message. Through their depiction 
of the world’s longest painting of a pollution free world, our children 
have demonstrated that when provided with the opportunity to 
participate and express themselves, the results are inspiring and 
truly ‘record-breaking’. When I saw the children’s procession this 
morning and then the painting displayed in front of the building, I was 
very impressed with their achievements. Congratulations to all the 
children. You should all feel very proud.” 
 Furthermore, Dr. Hamid gave his gratitude to the Ministry of 
Labor and Human Welfare and NUEYS for organizing the day as well 
as for organizing and coordinating the longest painting. He advised 
the children to keep painting, drawing, creating and innovating as 
well as to keep inspiring their parents, teachers and friends. 
 The painting that is expected to be registered in the 
Guinness Book of World Records as the longest painting in the 
world, was officially opened by Mr. Romadan Mahmmed Nur. The 
painting was displayed on the streets of Asmara stretching from 
Harnet Avenue to Expo for two days. Different musical and artistic 
performances were also performed at the Expo Grounds. 
 It should be recalled that for many years, NUEYS has 
campaigned for children’s rights, spreading awareness on the 
Convention for Child Rights and by organizing many activities for 
them. Moreover, NUEYS produces the weekly Wari cultural troop 
show on EriTV. 
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NUEYS commended at International Children’s Day Celebrations 

Dehai Diaspora NEW NUEYS Branch established in Abu Dhabi, UAE 

On the 18th of November, 2011, a NUEYS branch was 
established in Abu Dhabi, after conducting its first congress. The 
branch has fifty three members who participated in the foundation 
of this new branch. 
 During the congress, the challenges that young Eritreans 
face in Abu Dhabi was heavily discussed. The youth also 
reiterated their readiness to further strengthen their organization, 
and thereby enhance their contribution to the development drive 

within Eritrea. 
 The participants of the congress voiced their 
determination to rebuff any and all conspiracies that are against 
their country. Speaking at the congress, the Charge d’Affairs of 
the Eritrean Embassy in the UAE, Mr. Ismail Nafie, gave a 
seminar on the impressive development achievements being 
registered in Eritrea, as well as other important national issues. 



We’re on the web! 

http://www.nueys.org 

Next Edition... 

• NUEYS’ participation in the 
International Steering Group 
meeting of the United Network 
of Young Peacebuilders 

• Registration for the 5th Eri-
Youth Festival 

• Updates on the MEKETE 
Movement 

Send us  feedback! Email: nueyspub2001@yahoo.com 

1. Build enlightened youth that know and respects their culture and history, proud of their 
identity and possessing a broad way of thinking and culture; 

2. Cultivate a young generation ready to shoulder the responsibility of rebuilding and 
leading the nation to the future as entrusted by our Martyrs, loyal and ready to fight for 
the values and principles of the revolution; 

3. Ensure that the youth develop social conscience and responsibility, political 
enlightenment, and participation, as well as culture and capacity of responsible 
leadership by enabling them to participate in all political, economic, cultural and social 
affairs of the nation from the lowest village administration to the highest national 
government; 

4. Encourage the youth to develop professionalism in all their endeavors; to strive for self 
improvement by continuous self education; to produce proficient and skillful products and 
thereby become giants of development, construction, innovation  and work ethic; 

5. Strive to make the youth develop a sense of self-reliance and self-confidence that will 
enable them to take responsibility for their future and the future of their country; make 
them initiators rather than followers and unyielding conquerors of obstacles; 

6. Ensure that the youth respect and care for the families of our fallen heroes; at all times 
are on the side of the weak and the exploited and against pride and oppression in 
thought and in action. 

A world star in Asmara to sing against FGM—6 & 7 February 2012 
Eritrea is proud to welcome the world famous reggae star Tiken Jah Fakoly who will be 
joining anti-Female Genital Mutilation activists for International Day of Zero Tolerance to 
FGM, the 6th of February. 
 Alliance Française d’Asmara and National Union of Eritrean Youth & Students 
(NUEYS) in partnership with PFDJ Cultural Affairs will present the world renowned artists in 
Asmara. 
 The charismatic singer and his band will be performing on Monday 6th of February 
at Cinema Roma and on Tuesday, 7th of February, a free concert on the outdoor stage at Bahti Meskerem. 
 Tiken Jah Fakoly is a Pan-African artists who evokes the socio-politics of his country, Ivory Coast and of Africa in his songs and 
sings mostly in his own language, French and sometimes in English. 
 Tiken Jah has established himself as one of the figureheads of the reggae scene in the world. Fusing his infectious reggae beat 
with hard-hitting lyrics, Tiken Jah has become a spokesperson for an entire generation of music fans, speaking out on political and social 
issues through his music. He uses his Ivorian experience to call for unity within diversity in Africa and denounces artificial division between 
ethnicities, groups and areas in Africa. 

TIKEN JAH FAKOLY IN ERITREA 

National Union of Eritrean 

Youth and Students (NUEYS) 

BUILDING A VERSATILE YOUTH 

NUEYS’ Objectives pertaining to Volunteerism 


